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The shaded portion of the driveway leading to my house is lined with many plants of Guzmania lingulata. This form, from Ecuador, is quite floriferous. At almost any time of the year there will be plants in various stages of flowering, producing many shades of red to red-orange.

Some years ago, while working in one of the beds, I stumbled across a young offshoot with a single creamy white stripe down the center of the leaf. The stripe was quite pronounced, being more than a quarter of an inch wide. The sucker was carefully removed from the parent plant and placed in a pot. As the plant grew this single stripe continued to appear, but only on one side of the plant, giving it a lopsided appearance. At maturity the plant flowered in the usual manner and I knew that once the plant started to produce offshoots the true test would begin. Since theoretically if a bromeliad lives long enough it is capable of producing an offshoot for each leaf made during its life cycle, it seemed there was a good chance that I would get one coming from the variegated side of the plant. If any of the suckers appeared from between any of the leaves that were variegated, then the chances were even greater that the variegation could be perpetuated. The first two appeared from between all green leaves and showed no sign of variegation. Just as soon as I was certain of this, the very young offshoots were cut away from the parent plant, thus hastening further suckering. Then at last the third sucker appeared from the variegated portion of the plant and there it was, a nice clean white stripe down the middle of the leaf. Finally another appeared from the variegated side and it too bore a single stripe.

Both offshoots grew rather slowly for I was afraid to fertilize them. I did not know how stable the variegation might be. As they grew, I noticed an increase in the width of variegation on one of the plants. From this plant several suckers were obtained, one of which was outstanding. It was from this plant that all the offshoots obtained were of a very fine and uniform variegation. The next step was to test the stability of the variegation and this was accomplished by feeding one of the plants with Peters 20-20-20 soluble fertilizer once a week for six months. The end result was a plant more than three feet in diameter with long straggling leaves, but the variegation held true in every leaf. So it had taken three generations with a lot of luck to produce a truly outstanding bromeliad.

Guzmania lingulata  'Superb' generally grows to about eighteen inches in diameter at maturity, depending on culture. The leaves are more than an inch and a half at the widest point. An area of creamy white overlaid with green lineations extends down the center of the leaf and is bordered by green margins. At flowering the primary bracts of the emerging inflorescence are also variegated, but this disappears after several weeks as the rising inflorescence intensifies in color. Guzmania lingulata is among the easiest of the genus to grow, requiring no special treatment, and its variegated counterpart is just as easy. The only time the variegation is not crisp and clear is when it is being grown under very dark conditions. This plant should be a welcome addition to any collection.

It should be noted that I have used the name 'Superb' rather than follow the usual erroneous practice of naming the plant, variegata, medio-picta, lineata and so on. The rules of nomenclature by which we are all governed clearly state that seedling or vegetative sports of species in cultivation be given cultivar names. Since cultivar names are NEVER latinized, that means that more than 90% of all variegated bromeliads in cultivation today are improperly named. One catalog lists no fewer than fifty-six improperly named variegated bromeliads. It is not unusual to see the somewhat rapid increase in variegated bromeliads, for as more and more bromels are cultivated and more and more of them are grown from seed, the chances for variegation increase. Unfortunately, nurserymen have chosen to take the short cut of giving their plants the more descriptive latinized names and I am sure it helps to sell plants, but is that the only consideration? The person who gave one of his plants the name, Aechmea fulgens var. discolor  'albo marginata'  'roseo lineata', should be made to write the name a thousand times and even then should have his mouth washed out with soap. One of the more recent entries into cultivation is, Aechmea orlandiana variegata. It is somewhat ironic that this improperly named vegetative sport comes from Aechmes orlandiana 'Ensign', a properly named seedling variant. Have we not learned anything in the more than fifteen years since its introduction? Can we live within the rules? Ask any serious grower what Aechmea orlandiana  'Ensign' and Aechmea luddemanniana 'Mend' are and right away they can conjure up a mental picture of beautiful variegated bromeliads. The grower has the perfect vehicle to launch his new plant by using the Journal. If a picture is worth a thousand

words, then all that is needed to properly name and spread the word is a good picture and a brief descriptive article in our Journal. If a bromeliad is worth cultivating, it is worth naming properly.
